
Sheila Baker, Daughters of Isabella Little 
Flower Circle Regent, displays the 
remembrance plaque listing the children 
and some adults who died too soon as a 
result of illness, accidents or suicides.  
The plaque was installed in the Chapel of 
the Holy Innocents on October 3, 2011. 
 

The two gardens of remembrance - the one on the left for the unborn and the one on the 
right for those who died too early - convey a sense of peace and serenity. 
 

Memorial to children dedicated at St. Martin’s, Oct ober 2011  
 
When children die, their parents become members of a segment of society to which no one 
wishes to belong - parents of children lost to the tragedies of illnesses, accidents and suicides, 
parental links to the future severed. 
 
For a variety of reasons, a plaque purchased 17 years ago by grieving 
parents to recognize those losses was never erected. The plaque, 
updated to include children lost in recent memory, was blessed in a 
dedication ceremony by Rev. Joel Cyr on October 1st, was hung in the 
Chapel of the Holy Innocents at St. Martin's Church on Oct.ober 3rd. 
 
In addition, two heart-shaped memorial gardens outside the chapel were 
restored and rededicated in remembrance of the children of the parish 
lost to tragedies and to the losses of the unborn.  The garden provides 
the grieving with a place to reflect, pray, and receive some semblance of 
peace.   
 
A second plaque has been ordered to accommodate 40 additional 
names. Parents who have lost children to tragedies and who wish to 
have the children's names included on the second plaque are asked to 
contact Church Secretary Dorothy Howard at 723-5902 with the pertinent 
information. 
 

October 1 Dedication Event Supper 
 
A light supper served in the parish hall followed the dedication and 
blessing of the plaque. Seated at the head table were state-level 
officers from the Daughters of Isabella: Maureen Wotton, Susan 
Palmer and husband Greg, Bea Dostie, and the current State 
Regent Jackie Dostie-Smith. They were joined by Knights of 
Columbus Pro-Life Chairman Frank & Jean Pease and by Council 
680 Grand Knight Gerry Baker and Little Flower Regent Sheila Baker.  The Peases and Dostie-
Smith spoke briefly. Jackie Dostie-Smith called the dedication of the plaque and blessing "...a 
humbling experience - it hit hard, it hit home. You've done a wonderful thing celebrating the 
unborn and children who died."  
 
"I knew them all (persons listed on plaque)–your sorrow is mine," declared Francis Megno, who 
served as master of ceremonies for events at the supper. 
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The dual project was spearheaded by Sheila Baker and Linda Oliver. They were prompted to 
reactivate the project due to the illness of the parishioner who tended the remembrance garden, 
which had originally been created by a group of grieving parents. They researched 10 years of 
losses and brought the list of names to be put on the plaque up to date. They were assisted by 
parishioners Lorna Martin, Patsy Chasse and Joyce Adams, all of whom have lost children to 
tragedies. 
 
The garden soil was tilled by David Charette and a new plant added by Dorothy 
Howard. Learning about the dormant project, the Knights of Columbus Council 680 of Millinocket, 
the Daughters of Isabella, Little Flower Circle of Millinocket, and Lamson Funeral Home of East 
Millinocket and Millinocket, took on the project and contributed money to defray costs. 
 
Asked to whom credit credit for the project should go, Baker said, "God - he put the plan into 
action - and the parents." She added. "I'm glad we have people in the community who are wiling 
to help out." She also paid tribute to the Daughters of Isabella and the Knights of Columbus 
members. 
 
 


